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Graphic Standards City Emblem

A. "woodcut" flavor B. "engraved" flavor

precedent images, "Woodcut" flavor

RATIONALE

Final artwork is being developed 
combining elements of both 
"woodcut" and "engraved" styles.

The emblem will appear on city 
gateways and kiosks as a signature 
identity element, evocative of the 
official city seal but more colorful 
and expressive.
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Graphic Standards Logos

RATIONALE

City Wordmark: will appear on a 
field of black on ID signs, 
Directionals, and Kiosks.

District Graphics: appear on 
Districty

 

Identity signs.  Simplified 
versions may also appear on header 
panels of Vehicular Directionals.

Multi-Use trail icon appears on the 
header of trail signs.  Alexandria 
Historic Trail emblem may be used 
on Interpretive signs to coordinate 
with supplemental guide materials 
developed by others.
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Graphic Standards Symbols

RATIONALE

A uniform family of symbols in 
square fields will be used 
throughout the system, most 
notably in maps, mini-kiosks, and 
directional signs (vehicular, 
pedestrian, & mixed use trail)

Rail transit will also be identified 
by operator logo on maps and 
directional signs

"Waterfront" options
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Graphic Standards Typography

RATIONALE

UNIT is the primary system typeface 
for directional information due to 
its casual contemporary form, high 
legibility and relatively narrow 
profile.

AVIANO

 

SANS is used as a signature 
typeface for the city wordmark

WHITNEY is used for secondary 
information, map legends and 
larger blocks of text due to its 
flexible weights and clarity across a 
range of sizes. 
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Graphic Standards Color
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Graphic Standards Revised System Line-up
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Sign DetailsHG Highway Guide

RATIONALE

Standard highway signs with 
consistent messaging are proposed 
in advance of the following key 
exits:

WB I-95: exit 177C  Church St.
EB

 

I-95: exit 177A  US-1/Patrick St.

 

NB I-395: exit 5  King St.

 

SB I-395: exit 5  King St.

Standard highway signs with 
consistent messaging are proposed 
for clarification along exit ramps.
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Sign ContextHG Highway Guide
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Sign Details: Size OptionsCG1

 

Gateway

RATIONALE

Monumental Gateway to be located 
on Washington St 
Southbound: at site of current 
Thistle Sign
Northbound: at new site as agreed 
by city and NPS

Option 1 (20' wide) is Sasaki's 
recommended version for impact 
and legibility

Option 2 (15' wide) is smaller as 
preferred by NPS.  (Note that the 
small version still exceeds the size 
of the NPS preferred ideal of 6'x11')

Existing gateway sign
for comparison
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Option 1 (20' length): Message OptionsCG1

 

Gateway

Existing gateway sign
for comparison

RATIONALE

"City of Alexandria" reinforces the 
pride of being a standalone city & is 
somewhat more formal.

"Welcome to Alexandria" is more 
casual and friendly.

Soft, elegant uplighting

 

will 
highlight City emblem, brickwork 
and dimensional letters

Example: flush ground fixture
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Option 2 (15' length): Message OptionsCG1

 

Gateway

Wall coping detail

RATIONALE

"City of Alexandria" reinforces the 
pride of being a standalone city & is 
somewhat more formal.

"Welcome to Alexandria" is more 
casual and friendly.

Existing gateway sign
for comparison
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North Washington: Context Option 1CG1

 

Gateway
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North Washington: Context Option 2CG1

 

Gateway
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South Washington: Context Option 2CG1

 

Gateway

South Washington Gateway
To come Wednesday
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Sign DetailsCG2

 

-

 

CG3

 

Gateway

Plan view –

 

median planter

CG2 CG3

RATIONALE

CG2: Brick base with planter is 
more monumental & coordinates 
with gateways on Washington St.  

CG3: Metal post has less presence 
but allows for breakaway detail 
which may be required at some 
locations based on setback from 
curb

Located in place of current "Thistle" 
welcome signs:
W. Glebe
Van Dorn
US-1 NB (Patrick)
US-1 SB (Jefferson Davis Hwy)

 

Telegraph

 

Seminary

 

Quaker Lane
Mt Vernon
King St (@ Beauregard)
Edsall
Duke
Clermont (@ Eisenhower)
Beauregard (@ Lincolnia)
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Sign DetailsCG2

 

-

 

CG3

 

Gateway

Front -

 

entering

Back –

 

leaving  (message pending)
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Sign DetailsCG2

 

-

 

CG3

 

Gateway

Illumination: A single internal light 
behind the Alexandria wordmark

 

also spills up to wash the emblem.

Optional wash of brick pier from 
ground fixture.
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South Washington: ContextCG2

 

Gateway

South Washington Gateway
To come Wednesday
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ContextCG2

 

-

 

CG3

 

Gateway
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ContextCG2

 

-

 

CG3

 

Gateway
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ContextCG2

 

-

 

CG3

 

Gateway
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Sign DetailsDR1

 

Directional

3 ½"
Text Ht.

4"
Text Ht.

RATIONALE

Vehicular Directionals

 

are located 
in advance of the intersection to 
which they refer, and direct to 
destinations identified by the SAG 
and CWG.

4" Text height is the default version 
and is the recommended minimum 
text height for vehicular wayfinding

3 ½" Text height alternate version 
is provided for use on King St due to 
slow traffic conditions and to 
minimize interference with other 
elements of the streetscape.

Both versions have been refined 
from the original concept design to 
minimize excess surface area & 
overall size

Signs will be limited to a maximum 
of four messages or six lines for 
consistency 

Small Version Standard Version
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DR1

 

Directional Destinations



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

25 A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

DR1

 

Directional Destinations
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DR1

 

Directional Destinations
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Sign Face DetailsDR1

 

Directional

Panel update strategyBack of sign
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Header DetailsDR1

 

Directional

RATIONALE

Header panels change to indicate 
which district the sign is located 
within
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Header DetailsDR1

 

Directional

RATIONALE

Header panels change to indicate 
which district the sign is located 
within.

Locations outside any district utilize 
the version without a header.

SB Washington 
@ Bashford

EB

 

King 
@ Patrick

NB Patrick 
@ Wythe

SB Jefferson Hwy 
@ Glebe

WB Seminary 
@ Quaker

EB

 

Glebe 
@ Mt Vernon

EB

 

Eisenhower 
@ Elizabeth

SB Mt Vernon 
@ Commonwealth

NB Van Dorn 
@ Eisenhower
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DR2

 

Directional

(40% smaller 
than A)

A

B
C

(20% smaller 
than A)Back of sign

Context & Details

RATIONALE

Locations requiring only a single 
message may utilize the smaller, 
more cost effective DR2, which 
mounts to existing poles.  

Multiple instances of this sign may 
blaze the trail to destinations 
requiring multiple turns off of a 
main artery
(For example, the recycling center 
at the end of South Whiting Street 
in the West End)
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w/o operator LogoPK

 

Parking ID

Face-lighted sign panel
with micro LED fixture

3D view
RATIONALE

Double-sided Parking ID signs make 
parking easier to find by 
consistently identifying public lots. 
Post-mounted or Building-mounted 
versions may be used depending on 
site conditions.
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with operator logoPK

 

Parking ID

3D view

RATIONALE

Alternate version allows for 
incorporation of an operator logo.
Adds 10" to sign height
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Context and Scale StudiesPK

 

Parking ID

North Union between
Cameron and Queen
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Context and Scale StudiesPK

 

Parking ID

Union between Prince and King Trailblazer directs to garage

 

entrance down side alley
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Context and Scale StudiesPK

 

Parking ID

Union between Prince and King
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Context and Scale StudiesPK

 

Parking ID

Cameron between
Pitt and Royal
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Context and Scale StudiesPK

 

Parking ID

Fairfax at City Hall garage



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

38

Sign DetailsPK3

 

Trailblazer

Back of sign

RATIONALE

Parking trailblazers direct to public 
parking facilities and take the place 
of current parking directional signs.

Use of mast arm vs. post mounted 
version is based on conditions at 
location where sign is required.  
Where space permits, mast arm 
mounting is more visible and is 
preferred.

The policy for mounting parking 
signs to existing mast arms is 
under review.
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Sign DetailsPK3

 

Trailblazer

Back of sign

RATIONALE

Parking trailblazers direct to public 
parking facilities and take the place 
of current parking directional signs.

Use of mast arm vs. post mounted 
version is based on conditions at 
location where sign is required.
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Sign DetailsIK1

 

Visitor Kiosk

RATIONALE

Allows for four individual panels of 
information located at key plaza 
spaces where kiosk may be 
approached from all sides.

Planned locations:
Waterfront
Market Square plaza
King St. Metro

Lighting is concealed within the 
roof structure and washes down 
over the graphic panels on all sides.

CONTEXT

Sides A and C: Maps
Sides B and D: Historic Panel, 
Seasonal Events, or Public Art
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Sign DetailsIK1

 

Visitor Kiosk 

Base:
Stone or precast
Color:  Grey

Edge detail

3D view
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Sign DetailsIK1

 

Visitor Kiosk 

Option A: Downwash Option B: Backlit
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2 SidedIK2

 

Visitor Kiosk

RATIONALE

Allows for two individual panels of 
information located at secondary 
spaces where a large kiosk is 
impractical.

Potential locations:
Bike path @ I-95/Rte 1 deckover

 

King & Commerce
King & Union
Amtrak/VRE

 

station
Water taxi landing
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Wall-mountedIK3

 

Visitor Kiosk

RATIONALE

Allows for a single panel of map 
information, mounted to wall 
surfaces typically at the pedestrian 
exit to major parking facilities.

May be non-illuminated, or 
downwashed

 

from a source within 
the header.

Content: Map
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Directional PointerPD1

 

Pedestrian

RATIONALE

Double-sided pointer sign provides 
quick, heads-up, can't-miss 
orientation to visitors as they arrive 
on site. Located at plaza spaces 
where pedestrians may begin their 
exploration on foot (transit stops, 
water taxi, motorcoach

 

drop-offs, 
etc.)

Locations:
Waterfront @ Water Taxi Landing

 

Waterfront @ Marina

 

King St @ Union St
King St Metro –

 

North Exit

 

King St Metro -

 

Center @ Diagonal St
King St Metro @ Duke Underpass
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Directional Pointer MessagesPD1

 

Pedestrian
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Directional Pointer MessagesPD1

 

Pedestrian
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PD2

 

Mini Kiosk Context Elevations

RATIONALE

Four-sided information cabinet 
mounts to existing poles 
(Gadsby

 

lights in Old Town), 
providing convenient wayfinding 
reinforcement periodically in areas 
of pedestrian concentration.

Located near every cross street 
along King St, on opposite diagonal 
corners, to emphasize side street 
destinations/services.  Also located 
along Cameron St near City Hall.  
May be located in other pedestrian 
areas of the city as well.

Content:
Sides facing up & down sidewalk: 
Maps and direction to attractions

Side facing away from street:

 

Interpretive or art panel

Side facing street:
Abstract image (so as not to 
encourage standing in the street to 
view)
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PD2

 

Mini Kiosk Details

Street facing side of sign 
(abstract images)

Side facing away from 
street -

 

interpretive
Detail: map and 
directional info
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PD2

 

Mini Kiosk Details
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PD2

 

Mini Kiosk Companion A-frame retail sign

Businesses are listed on 
separate A-frame sign to 
increase visibility.  Sign header 
design is standardized and 
coordinates with the 
wayfinding program.

-Alternate techniques for 
securing signs and improving 
stability are being 
investigated, with the goal of 
eliminating sandbags and 
chaining to posts.
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DetailsBT1

 

Trails

RATIONALE

Double-sided, non-illuminated 
directionals

 

serve three separate 
functions for multi-use trails:
-Provide direction at confusing 
turns or breaks in trail
-Direct to amenities, attracting 
through-travelers to local services
-Identify named trails
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City ServicesDI2

 

Identity

RATIONALE

Identity signs highlight city services 
in a consistent style.  

Signs may be either double-sided or 
single-sided depending on siting.

Illumination is not integrated into 
the sign structure but signs may be 
remote lit based on site conditions.

Watermark logo may change for 
facilities administered by other 

agencies
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City ServicesDI2

 

Identity

Reverse side of sign
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ParksDI3

 

Identity 

RATIONALE

Identity signs highlight parks in a 
consistent style.  

Signs may be either double-sided or 
single-sided depending on siting.

Illumination is not integrated into 
the sign structure but signs may be 
remote lit based on site conditions.
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ParksDI3

 

Identity 

Reverse side of sign Reverse side of sign

Watermark logo may change for 
park spaces administered by 

other agencies
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AttractionDI1

 

Identity

RATIONALE

Identity signs highlight historic 
attractions in a consistent style.  
Optional Alexandria Historic Trail 
emblem designates sites included in 
that program.  

Signs may be either double-sided or 
single-sided depending on siting.

Illumination is not integrated into 
the sign structure but signs may be 
remote lit based on site conditions.
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AttractionDI1

 

Identity

Reverse side of sign



A L E X A N D R I AC I T Y   O F 

W A Y F I N D I N G   D E S I G N

59

AttractionDI1

 

Identity

A-frame Version Door Plaque Version
(with and without 
interpretive text)
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Template Color StudiesIN Interpretive

Design and color palette concepts are under 
review with the Office of Historic Alexandria
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Sign DetailsDM District Marker

RATIONALE

Located near edges of districts, 
or centrally located within a 
district core, to reinforce district 
identity and formalize a sense of 
arrival for ease of visitor 
wayfinding.

1-3 signs per district are 
anticipated.  The map on the 
following slide is intended to 
prompt a discussion about potential 
locations for these signs.
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Sign LocationsDM District Marker

West End

Eisenhower Valley
Carlyle

Old Town

Parker-Gray

Del Ray

Potomac Yard

Arlandria
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Sign face detailsDM District Marker

Back of sign
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Use large seasonal banners along 
major corridors (particularly 
those with high visitor count) to 
add color & visual consistency.

Extra tall banners will have 
greater impact & appear 
proportional to the poles on 
which they are mounted.  

This is also an opportunity to 
insert Alexandria identity in to 
otherwise less distinctive 
streetscapes.

DB2

 

District banners outer corridors (context study) 

Example: Corridor Banners

Context:  King Street
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Banner strategy: Outer corridors

Use large seasonal banners along 
major corridors (particularly 
those with high visitor count) to 
add color & visual consistency.

Extra tall banners will have 
greater impact & appear 
proportional to the poles on 
which they are mounted.  

This is also an opportunity to 
insert Alexandria identity in to 
otherwise less distinctive 
streetscapes.

DB2

 

District banners outer corridors (guidelines) 
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Banner strategy: Business District corridors

Use of banners along emerging

 

Business District corridors (e.g. 
Mount Vernon Ave) can aid in the 
establishment of place -

 

adding 
color, visual unification & 
celebration. 

For a a well-established district, 
such as King Street, banners may 
actually distract from, and 
visually compete with, the vibrant 
context. 

It is recommended that the  King 
Street banners be removed to 
reduce the number of competing 
visual elements in the 
streetscape, and allow the strong 
context of place come to the 
fore.

DB1

 

District banners Emerging business districts (examples) 

Current King Street banner
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DB1

 

District banners Emerging business districts (guidelines) 

Use of banners along emerging

 

Business District corridors (e.g. 
Mount Vernon Ave) can aid in the 
establishment of place -

 

adding 
color, visual unification & 
celebration. 

For a a well-established district, 
such as King Street, banners may 
actually distract from, and 
visually compete with, the vibrant 
context. 

It is recommended that the  King 
Street banners be removed to 
reduce the number of competing 
visual elements in the 
streetscape, and allow the strong 
context of place come to the 
fore.
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DB District banners Alternate strategies –

 

established district

Victoria, BC

Light pole flower baskets

 

add 
color and seasonal flair, without 
detracting from urban character 
or creating competition with 
merchant signage.
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Comparable examples from Arlington County

GuidelinesND Identity

Signs are 80% smaller than Destination ID signs

RATIONALE

Neighborhood ID signs may be 
located at neighborhood edges or in 
a prominent central location.

Standards for size, location, text 
height, and materials are consistent 
with the citywide wayfinding 
program, while still allowing for 
individual neighborhood identity 
expression.
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Context and Scale StudiesND Identity
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